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A clinical teaching affiliate of  

NYU Langone Medical Center 
 

Chesapeake Health Care’s 

Department of Den�stry is the 

principal provider of oral health 

care services to children and adults  

in the three lower coun�es of 

Maryland’s Eastern Shore. 

 

As a member of NYU Langone 

Medical Center’s family of residency programs, Chesapeake Health Care 

residents have access to the en�re catalog of archived and live teaching 

materials offered by NYUMC, while gaining clinical exper�se on the local 

level. 

 

With accredited programs in Advanced Educa�on in General Den�stry and 

in Pediatric Den�stry, the department has had significant expansion in the 

past two years, including the opening of a new clinical facility. 

 

Historically, the key provider of safety 

net services in some of the poorest of 

Maryland’s coun�es, the Department of 

Den�stry has broadened and expanded 

the scope of services it provides to be-er 

meet the needs of its pa�ent popula�on 

and to enhance the clinical experience 

for residents enrolled in our programs. 

 

Both the Pediatric Den�stry and AEGD 

Residency programs have grown in the 

past year, as we have also created and expanded our in-house formal 

didac�c experience, as well, allowing clinical and professional opportuni�es 

to now abound on Maryland’s Eastern Shore 



AEGD Residency Program 
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The Division of Advanced 

Education in General Dentistry 

Residents celebrating on the final 

day of their program with faculty. 

Predominantly providing services 

in Somerset County, the poorest 

of all Maryland Counties, 

Chesapeake Health Care’s 

residents and faculty provided the 

overwhelming majority of all adult 

dental care in the county, 

including an expanded array of 

prosthetic, endodontic, 

periodontal, oral surgery and 

restorative services. 

 

The Advanced Educa�on in General Den�stry clinical program at Chesapeake Health Care is led by Dr. Tumouh Al-Allaq, 

who in addi�on to having completed a Geriatric Fellowship Program at UCLA School of Den�stry, also completed 2 year 

programs in Advanced Educa�on in General Den�stry and General Prac�ce Residency, at the renowned Eastman Dental 

Center, University of Rochester and Strong Memorial Hospital. 

 

Dr. Al-Allaq brings a commitment to excellence in clinical den�stry and has greatly expanded formal educa�onal ac�vi�es 

offered to our residents, which are in addi�on to the standard offerings of NYUMC to all of its AEGD residents. In addi�on 

to proprietary in-house lectures and presenta�ons, Dr. Al-Allaq’s network of na�onal specialists provide video-

conferencing lectures and series for their benefit. The crea�on of a Division of Con�nuing Educa�on has also opened 

access to approved con�nuing educa�on courses for residents to take and an opportunity to meet with local 

prac��oners, as they plan for their future professional careers. 

 

The Division of AEGD’s growing commitment to educa�on has included a significant increase in the availability of 

supervisory faculty who have no direct pa�ent care responsibili�es while they are a-ending faculty. As a result, on most 

days, there are 2 faculty members dedicated to clinical supervision of AEGD residents, helping to greatly facilitate 

treatment planning, diagnosis and treatment. 

 

Residents perform a wide range of procedures and do so in numbers that serve to prepare them well for clinical prac�ce 

or public health se6ngs. Always working with dedicated dental assistants, AEGD residents also interact closely with staff 

dental hygienists in an effort to develop skills at mul�-tasking, pa�ent and staff communica�on and �me management. 

 

While the majority of the clinical experience is in our 24 operatory Princess Anne facility, in the final 9 months of the 

program, AEGD residents rotate to the new 6 operatory Salisbury facility, which emulates a private prac�ce se6ng and 

offers the opportunity to deliver and complete comprehensive care treatment plans. 

 

When completed, it is expected that AEGD residents will be well versed in clinical and academic areas germane to a 

successful career in dental prac�ce, or as a stepping stone toward specializa�on. 
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AEGD Residency Program 

2018 graduating AEGD Residents (L to R), Drs. Gustavo 

Arocha, Robert McCready and Tyeisha Lingham, with Dr. 

Tumouh Al-Allaq, Coordinator of AEGD Residency Program. 

Dr. McCready, a Somerset County native, has  joined the full 

time faculty of Chesapeake Health Care. He sees patients at 

both the Princess Anne and Salisbury facilities and supervises 

residents and dental school externs, as well. 

Dedicated in 2018, the new Salisbury Dental Facility 

focuses on the delivery of care to expectant mothers 

and children. Coincidentally, AEGD Residents rotate 

to the new facility during their last 9 months of 

residency. 

Down the Princess Anne AEGD Resident’s corridor before the start of a busy day 
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(From L to R): 2018 Graduating Residents Drs. Preston Stewart, Rhoderick Blasco, Mehreen Kassoo, Catherine Kolasny 

and Jaspreet Ghuman. 

Dr. Kassoo joined the full time faculty of Chesapeake Health Care upon her graduation. 

The Division of Pediatric  Dentistry 

Residents celebrating their  2018 

graduation. 

Under the direction of Dr. Mariella 

DeStefano, Pediatric Dentistry 

residents  provide care in Princess 

Anne, Salisbury, Peninsula Regional 

Medical Center, Delmarva Surgery 

Center and in school based outreach 

programs., embodying the basic 

precepts of CARE, that are at the core 

of  Chesapeake Health Care’s mission: 

Patient Care, Advocacy, Research and 

Education 

Pediatric Dentistry Residents and faculty in 

Operating Room  providing Dental Rehabilitation 

under General Anesthesia 

Dr. Jerry Casper and Dr. Eric Baker at 

work and play 
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Pediatric Dentistry Residency 

Pediatric Dentistry Residents and staff celebrating 

Halloween 

A view along one of the Pediatric Den�stry corridors in 

Princess Anne. 

 

Pediatric Dental residents get significant clinical experi-

ence in all relevant phases of preven�ve and restora-

�ve den�stry, minor oral surgery, intercep�ve ortho-

don�cs, behavior management and conscious seda�on, 

in addi�on to community outreach, hospital based 

emergency services and opera�ng room cases. 

Dr. Mariella DeStefano, Residency Director and Dr. 

Mehreen Kassoo visi�ng Capital Hill to meet with our 

Congressional representa�ve to help advance na�onal 

oral health care policies policies 

Residents and faculty at morning lec-

ture and presenta�on. 

 

Along with the standard curriculum 

offered by NYUMC via distance and on-

line learning modules, Chesapeake 

Healthcare offers it’s own in-house 

complement to the lecture schedule to 

include formal lectures, case presenta-

�ons, treatment planning conferences 

and mock board exercises. 
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Congratulations to the AEGD Preceptorship 

participant , Dr. Zaid Al-Najjar, receiving his 

Certificate from Dr. Tumouh Al-Allaq, upon 

completion of his program. 

Dr. Al-Najjar will  soon begin his studies at the 

University of Illinois School of Dentistry. 

Preceptorship participants engage in all  activities 

within the Department of Dentistry, including 

Continuing Education courses and programs 

The Division of Con�nuing Educa�on sponsors Preceptorship Programs in AEGD and Pediatric Den�stry, offering 3, 

6 or 12 month experiences. 

 

While enrolled, graduates for accredited foreign schools of dental medicine may par�cipate in all phases of the 

academic programs in Advanced Educa�on in General Den�stry or in Pediatric Den�stry, or may elect to do a 

combina�on of both. 

 

In their role as a Preceptorship student, there is full par�cipa�on in lectures, case presenta�ons and con�nuing 

educa�on courses, while being allowed to observe all clinical care, including similar par�cipa�on in community 

outreach programs. 

 

The goals of the Preceptorship Program are to provide an experience that will enhance an individuals applica�on 

to an accredited American or Canadian College of Den�stry. 
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Continuing Education 

The Division of Continuing Dental Education of 

Chesapeake Health Care offers accredited CE courses 

for  Dentists, Dental Residents and Hygienists at our 

new  Woodbrooke Conference Center. 

 

That facility offers the opportunity for didactic and 

hands-on experiences for attendees 

Open to community professionals and to the 

NYUMC family, the Division of Continuing 

Education  is active in local educational events 

and has brought the first year round CE program 

offerings to the Eastern Shore 

Enrollees participating in hands-on Implant and 

surgical technique CE courses  
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Traveling dentists, residents, hygienists and dental assistants 

provide school based dental screenings, topical fluoride 

applications and sealants to children in three Eastern Shore 

counties, as well as to children living in seasonal worker 

communities.  Additionally, the Outreach Program provides 

screening services to children enrolled in Head Start and, 

importantly, is able to offer clinical services through our 

community based facilities 

Dr. Elena Ciciolla and her  traveling 

dental office 

The Dental Outreach Program has initiated an unique 

oral screening program inside the Eastern Shore’s 

largest Obstetrics Department, embedding Dental 

Hygienists into the medical care team and referring 

patients for care, as indicated, in addition to oral 

health education and fluoride applications. 

Dental is having fun with brushing! Pictured here from 

left to right is Dr. Celeste Ziara,  the Director of Dental 

Outreach, along with Pediatric Dentistry Residents, 

Dr. Dhaliwal, Dr. Robinson, and Dental Outreach 

Partner Amanda Daisey. 
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Maryland’s Eastern Shore 

Ocean City is a year round beach town with boardwalks, ocean and bay water activities and home to many 

restaurants. It is the gateway to smaller Delaware  beaches 

Wild horses on nearby Assateague Island 

Maryland’s Eastern Shore is renowned for 

its seafood, crabs and beaches. 
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Drs. Celeste Ziara and Mariella De Stefano offering 

oral testimony at the Maryland State Senate on  

public health issues and the roles of government, 

private and corporate dental practices 

Drs. Jaspreet Ghuman, George Acs and 

Megan Golia at the Maryland State 

Capital following oral testimony on 

behalf of uninsured adults. 

Drs. Preston Stewart, Eric Baker and George Acs presenting oral testimony at a Maryland House of Rep‐

resentatives hearing on Oral Health funding 

The Department of Dentistry  is actively involved in advocacy efforts on local and national levels for both children and 

adults. 

 

In addition to doing so in the political arena, the Department of Dentistry has been the recent recipient of  grant 

funding from Healthy Smiles Healthy Children, Delta Dental and the Maryland Bureau of Oral Health. 



 

Page 11 

Resident Research 

Drs. Robert Schulz, Jaspreet Ghuman, Mariella De 

Stefano. Catherine Kolasny, Mehreen Kassoo and Pres‐

ton Stewart at the American Academy of Pediatric 

Dentistry meeting in Honolulu 

Drs. Rhoderick Blasco and 

Mehreen Kassoo in Hawaii 

Dr. Andrea Lochan presen�ng at a research 

symposium at Children’s Na�onal Medical Cen-

ter, Washington, DC. 

Pediatric Dentistry Residents complete and present their research findings at the annual session of the 

American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry and other venues. 
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DEPARTMENTAL STAFF 
The Department of Den�stry is fortunate to have a staff of mo�vated and 

talented employees who serve Chesapeake Health Care in an excep�onal 

manner through their work, which promotes the mission and service values 

of CHC and the Department of Den�stry.  

Dental’s Employee of the Month for June is 

Amanda Daisey, Dental Outreach Partner, 

pictured here with Judy Forse , Clinical Director 

and Christina Bennett, the Director of 

Operations for the Department of Dentistry. 

The Department of Den�stry has had signifi-

cant expansion in the past 2 years and is 

looking forward to even greater growth. 

 

As of July 2018, the Department Consisted of: 

• 6.0 FTE Dental Hygienists 

• 10.0 FTE Pediatric Dental Residents 

• 3.0 FTE AEGD Residents 

• 13.0 FTE Dental Assistants 

• 10.0 FTE Administra�ve Staff 

• 2 Clinical Facili�es 

• 2 Opera�ng Room facili�es 

• 4.0 FTE Pediatric Dental Faculty 

• 3.75  FTE AEGD Faculty 

• 1.0 FTE Outreach Faculty 

Dental staff assembled for monthly departmental 

mee�ng and review of departmental achievements relat-

ed to Pa�ent Care, Advocacy, Research and Educa�onal 

objec�ves 

(Right to LeF): Drs. Tumouh Al-Allaq, Director of Con�nuing 

Educa�on and Coordinator of AEGD Program; Mariella 

DeStefano, Chief of Pediatric Den�stry and Assistant Pro-

gram Director (NYUMC); Dr. Jerry Casper, Pediatric Den�stry 

faculty and George Acs, Director, Department of Den�stry. 


